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Schedule:
Mass - 9:30 a.m. 

Luncheon & Keynote - 11:30 a.m. 
Workshops on Life Issues - 2:00 to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, October 22 
St. Charles Convention Center

Keynote Speaker: 
Mr. John Foppe

Workshop Topics Include:
Pro-Life Apologetics

Fetal Development & Diagnosis
Ethical Vaccines & Aborted Fetal Tissue

Pro-Life Success in the States
And more!

The Respect Life Apostolate is pleased to welcome John 
Foppe as the keynote speaker for the 41st Annual Respect 
Life Convention, held on Sunday, Oct. 22 at the St. Charles 
Convention Center. 
Born without arms, John Foppe once thought he led a miserable, 
dependent, and limited existence. Today, he is the Executive 
Director of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul - Archdiocesan 
Council of St. Louis. 
As someone who has a disability, John has always had a heart for 
those who struggle or feel marginalized. Still, he’s learned that a 
person’s ability has more to do with an individual’s sense of value 
and openness to create a vision, rather than having time, money 
or full physical capability. John joined the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul because of its unique way of providing person-to-person 
assistance. Because of that help and subsequent friendship, those 
in need and those who help find their own sense of value.
John also inspires others through motivational speeches. He is 
the author of What’s Your Excuse? which has been translated into 
six languages. Like many other men, John tries to find balance 
between work and home with his wife and their daughter.
In his presentation, “Walking by Faith,” John testifies how 
Christ’s love has unfolded in his life and sustained him along 
his journey of dealing with a disability. His message centers on 
how God loves us unconditionally, and how our birthright as 
His children calls each of us to wholeness, holiness, and peace.

John Foppe to Keynote 
41st Annual Respect Life Convention
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Taking a Pro-Life Stance on Campus (Session 1 Only)
Reagan Barklage (Students for Life of America)

Being pro-life in high school and college isn’t easy, but the pro-life message is so desperately needed in these environments. 
Reagan explains why the truth of abortion and the advocating of alternatives must be heard and provides practical ways to 
promote the Culture of Life in school. 

Pro-Life Success in the States: Strategies for the Current Decade & Beyond
Michael J. New (Ave Maria University)

Learn why the U.S abortion rate has declined by 50% since 1980 and how contraception has had little to do with that decline. 
Celebrate the pro-life movement’s positive trends and why the future is optimistic. 

Vaccines from Aborted Fetal Cell Lines: Church Teaching & Clinical Applications
Elizabeth Abraham, MD MS (Pediatrician) & Fr. Kent Pollman (St. Francis of Assisi Parish)

Explore the ethical questions and applications of vaccines derived from aborted fetal stem cells. In light of Church teaching, 
learn both practical solutions from Dr. Abraham and moral solutions from Fr. Pollmann in dealing with this lesser-known 
pro-life subject. 

How to Create Conversations that Change Hearts & Minds (Session 1: Intro; Session II: Advanced)
Rebecca Haschke (Justice for All)

Discover tools to effectively discuss the life issues with family and friends in productive, positive, and non-combative ways. 
Don’t miss either the introductory or advanced sessions which will equip participants on how to change hearts and save lives! 

End-of-Life Choices: Fundamental Principles for Healthcare Decision Making
Fr. Donald Henke (Kenrick-Glennon Seminary)

Stemming from the core principle that God is primary and that human life is valuable in and of itself, learn how to make sound 
moral decisions in an increasingly complex medical landscape when it comes to end-of-life issues. 

Fetal Development, Diagnosis & Therapy
Cara Buskmiller, MD (St. Louis University)

New discoveries about fetal development bolster the argument that life begins at conception. OBGYN Dr. Cara Buskmiller 
shares scientific facts about fertilization, implantation, fetal development, fetal pain, and viability and ethical considerations 
involved in prenatal diagnosis techniques.  

Adoption: A Pro-Life Option 
Diane Daley (Office of Natural Family Planning) 
Jessica Hartman & Mary Ann Hoeynck (Good Shepherd Children & Family Services) 

This powerful panel presentation will explore resources available to families seeking to adopt a child. Also, the Bohnert Family 
will share their personal experience of the adoption process. 

~ 2017 Respect Life Convention Workshops ~

Register for the RLA Convention Today, Sunday Oct. 22! 
Don’t miss this year’s dynamic keynote presentation and luncheon. Space is limited so advanced reservations for this event are 
needed. Tickets are $45 per person before Oct. 3 and $50 from Oct. 5 through Oct. 13. Student tickets are $25. Tables of 10 
are available for your parish, group or family. Save your spot today by registering online at STLRespectLife.org or calling 314-
792-7555.
Mass is offered at 9:30 a.m. Luncheon program including the keynote begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by two rounds of workshops. 
Workshops are free and no reservation is required. For more details, contact the RLA at the information above. 

Save the date: Sunday Oct. 22! 
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Missouri Catholic Conference Celebrates 
50 Years! Join the RLA There on Oct. 7!

Help celebrate MCC’s 50 years of faithful work in the public policy 
arena at St. Joseph Cathedral in Jefferson City. 
Held on Saturday, Oct. 7, 2017, this FREE event will begin at 8:30 
a.m. and includes a keynote address, three workshops, a hot lunch 
and Mass. Archbishop Christopher Pierre, named Apostolic 
Nuncio to the U.S. by Pope Francis in 2016, is the keynote speaker! 
Archbishop Pierre will discuss how to engage the culture and how 
the mission of evangelization can be carried out more effectively. 
He says, “The Church cannot disengage from the rapidly secularizing 
and changing culture; rather, strengthened by the Spirit, she must be 
a missionary Church that goes forth, engaged in a permanent state 
of mission, building a world with more justice, reconciliation, and 
solidarity – a world which values and affirms the dignity of every person, 
and furthers a genuine culture of encounter in the promotion of life, love, 
and peace.”
Register online at mocatholic.org or call 1-800-456-1679. 

Over 2,000 8th grade students at 84 Catholic schools and PSR  
programs learned about the Catholic Church’s teachings on the 
dignity of  all life and the virtue of chastity through the RLA’s  

Right START program during the 2016-2017 school year!!

Raising Up a 
Generation for Life

Through Right START, students learn about fetal development, 
the realities of abortion, the importance of chastity, how their 
decisions impact their lives, and how to use the knowledge they’ve 
gained to be pro-life champions. Contact The RLA today at 
314-792-7560, prolife@archstl.org or visit rightstart.archstl.org!

Wise Words...

“People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-cen-
tered. Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior 
motives. Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends 
and some genuine enemies. Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you.  
Be honest and sincere anyway.

What you spend years creating, others could destroy 
overnight. Create anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. 
Be happy anyway.

The good you do today, will often be forgotten.  
Do good anyway.

Give the best you have, and it will never be enough.  
Give your best anyway.

In the final analysis, it is between you and God. 
It was never between you and them anyway.” 

Build a Culture of Life 
by living the prayerful 
words of St. Teresa of Calcutta: 

National Adoption Month & Annual Mass 
November is National Adoption Month. Every year, the RLA 
joins with Good Shepherd Children & Family Services and the 
Archdiocese Office of Natural Family Planning to coordinate 
a celebration for those who have been involved in any way with 
adoption, a gift twice given.
In the U.S., about 120,000 adoptions occur each year. Many 
people, directly and indirectly, are affected by adoption:
• Women seeking options for unplanned or crisis pregnancies
• People and couples seeking children to complete their families
• Foster families and agencies involved in the placement and 

protection of children
• Children who have been adopted

The 2017 Adoption Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Rivituso at 
the Cathedral Basilica on Sunday, Nov. 19 at 10 a.m.
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Upcoming Events

~ RLA Staff ~
Karen Nolkemper 
Executive Director
Mary Lovee Varni 
Program Manager

~RLA Part-time Staff~ 
Marlene Kren 

Accounts Coordinator
Terry Trafton 

Program Coordinator
Denise Depelheuer 

Administrative Assistant
~ Executive Board ~

Jeff Stoll 
Chair

Rev. Msgr. Gregory Schmidt 
Priest Moderator

Rev. Thomas Pastorius 
Advisor

Rev. Mr. Larry Stallings 
Deacon in Service

Marianne Burkemper 
Advisor

Mark Dunn 
Advisor

Fred G. Sauer 
Advisor

Jeannine Sinak 
Secretary

Giving to the RLA
The Respect Life Apostolate is truly 
grateful for the support we receive 
from each and every parishioner! If 
you are considering a charitable gift to 
the RLA, gifts can also be made through 
your will or trust.

Please contact Karen Nolkemper at 
(314) 792-7556 for more information.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and 
NOW Instagram.

Helpers of God’s Precious Infants 
3rd Saturday of every month 

Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis – 8 a.m. 
Mass and Rosary Procession to Planned Parenthood

Project Rachel - In His Name 
Spiritual support group for post-abortive women 

4th Thursday of every month, 7 p.m. 
Contact Marisol at 314-792-7451 or 

mpfaff@archstl.org

Project Joseph  
Spiritual support for post-abortive men 

1st Monday of every month, 7 p.m. 
Contact Chuck at 314-974-6787 or 

craymjr@sbcglobal.net 

Naming and Commendation Rite  
Saturday, October 8 at 2 p.m. 

St. Monica Parish, Creve Coeur  
Saturday, October 28 at 8 a.m. 

St. Peter Parish, St. Charles

40 Days for Life: A Season of Faith 
Biannual peaceful prayer vigil to end abortion 

sponsored by Coalition for Life St. Louis 
Now through Nov. 5 

Contact 314-827-4039 or visit  
www.coalitionforlifestl.com

Memorial Mass for Parents 
Who Have Lost A Child 

Sunday, November 5 
Cathedral Basilica 10 a.m. 
Bishop Robert Hermann

Celebrate Adoption Mass and Reception 
Sunday, November 19 

Cathedral Basilica and Boland Hall 10 a.m.

For more details, visit: 
http://archstl.org/calendar/groups/6135

Naming and 
Commendation Rite 

Designed to meet the needs of parents whose 
child died prior to birth for any reason, the 
rite emphasizes the Church’s respect for the 
sacredness of all human life from conception 
to natural death. The rite also: 
• Acknowledges that all life, even the lives of 

those who are never born, impacts fami-
lies and individuals.  

• Brings peaceful closure after a great loss.  
• Helps families and friends place the infant’s 

death in the context of faith and to unite 
them to the merciful love of God.  

For more information, contact the RLA at 
314-792-7555 or STLRespectLife.org


